
Waveguide 
Lapeer  County  Amateur  Radio  Association 

W8LAP / r 
146.620 - 100 Hz 
442.750 + 123 Hz 

Edition for Novemmber 2014 

** The next regular club meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
November 11th, 2014 @ 7:30 pm at Lapeer County EOC** 

ARES Net 

Every Tuesday at 8:00 pm on 146.620 – with 100 Hz PL 

(except club meeting nights) 

Thursday Night Net 

Every Thursday at 8:00 pm on 442.750 + with 123 Hz PL 

Meetings 

LCARA meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month in the Lapeer 
County Central Dispatch Center (911), 2332 W. Genesee St., Lapeer, MI at 
7:30 pm 

Newsletter 

Items for the newsletter may be emailed to Gordon Miller at 
kd8txw@gmail.com.  The deadline for submission is the 20th of each month. 

Club Founder:  Hollis Hayes W8ACD 

Website:  http://www.w8lap.com 

Facebook: Lapeer  County  Amateur  Radio  Association 

http://www.w8lap.com/


Editorial Section 

  

The President Says: 
 

Hello fellow LCARA members. 
 
If you have noticed the lack of weekly nets it is due to two reasons.  1)  My 
tower was down for replacement & improvement and 2)  Currently we only have 
one operator that will run net control.  So, reason #1 will soon be fixed but we 
need more net control operators to fix #2.  It is very easy to do and every 
operator should have net control experience under their belt.  The club nets 
are a very friendly environment to hone your net control skills. 
 
We have made the club Christmas dinner reservation at Leo’s restaurant 
located right on M-24.  We tried to get Ted’s Sports Pub per the October club 
meeting direction.  However, it was already booked on our usual December club 
meeting date.  Also, since we always like to have an attendance prediction 
please send an email with your RSVP to me. 
 
As many of you know we are trying to get a presentation schedule together for 
2015.  It was suggested at the October club meeting that I get the list into 
the Waveguide for review.  Here it is as it currently stands….hopefully this will 
get the ideas flowing.  They are not in any particular order.  Any and all 
comments for new ideas, individuals that would be qualified to give a 
presentation on a listed topic, or comments on the suitability of a topic are all 
welcome. 
 
•  DXpedition report - N8LJ 
•  Usage of LoTW – N8LJ 
•  EMP protection – KB8TAR is trying to contact a physics professor at UoM 
•  Emergency power – ?? 
•  Radio message forms – KB8TAR 
•  Go box construction – does anybody have a box assembled for show and tell 
(multiple club members and examples would be nice) 
•  Existing videos of 20 minutes or so? 
•  more ideas…?? 
 
See you at the meeting. 
Kevin KB8TAR 



  

 

  

 Editorial Section 

The Secretary Says: 

The meeting was brought to order at 7:38 PM on 10-14-2014 with 

the pledge of Allegiance. 

Hospital report: Flo Haack KC8CAB was reported in the hospital, 

but is now resting at home. The club took her some flowers and a card 

while she was in the hospital. Joe Medved KD8CIL was reported having a 

knee replacement. 

The treasurers report was presented by KD8VP and was moved and 

seconded by KC8VHA AND KC1BUD 

The repeater trustee's were queried about anything going on, with 

nothing new to report. N8LJ was asked if anything was going on about 

linking to the west side of the state. He stated that it appeared as 

they were no longer interested. Lapeer area hams have access to the link 

system through other 440 repeaters. It was reported that the two 

antennas were back on the 911 tower and that the coax runs were 

terminated with fittings, we only need adapters and a SWR check to be 

hooked back up. The team will be working on it. 

President KB8TAR, asked for a volunteer to be secretary. Lee 

Dziekan said he would do it starting next month. He was unanimously 

approved by all present. 

Kevin KB8TAR president, reported on his work to come up with 

programs for future meetings. A list of his ideas will be posted in the 

next news letter so that members might help him come up with people to 

present a presentation on the subjects. 

Lee N8LJ suggested adding a line to the listing in the Lapeer 

news paper about our web site and meeting agenda. Who was the 

Information Officer that first put the info in the paper? Anyone know? 

There was discussion about the web site and Mike Zedan KN8Z will look 

into a special hosting company. There was discussion about sending our 

news letter to a bulk handling company so as to expand our distribution. 

USECA Swap and shop is Sunday October 26, 2014 

October 25, 2014 is Spotter Training 

Dain Bain nominated Ted's Pub for the upcoming Christmas party. 

Jamie will call to see about it. More info to follow. 

We took a quick break and then Gordon Miller KD8TXW gave 

presentation on some new 2.4 Ghz. wireless routers he has been 

experimenting with, using the HSMSH firm ware. This was a step beyond 

his original presentation about the Linksys routers her started out with. 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Mike Bowman KD8OTZ and he donated 

the winnings back to the club treasury. 

Jamie moved and Dan seconded adjournment. 

 

 



Editorial Section 

  

The Treasurer Says: 

Greetings to one and all. This is the time of year that I most 

look forward to. It is getting very close to that inclement weather that 

is ideal for antenna raising. It's never a good antenna unless it was 

put up in a rain or snow storm. That's what they say anyway. It is also 

hunting season, and I like that too. 

 

No matter what the weather is doing, our treasury is just fine. 

No major expenses this month, just the usual.  

I will say though that the  overdue lease on the repeater tower is starting 

to present a problem.  

I am not sure how the responsibility for renewing the lease fell on the 

treasurer, but I am dealing with it. It seems that the present school 

administration feels that their name should be listed as also insured on 

our insurance policy. That said, I checked with the insurer and they 

said there was a fee for that. That's not good. Our agent is now 

checking to see if that fee would be included in our present policy. 

More on this later. Anyway at the present time we do not have a lease on 

the tower, due to the fact that the old trustee did not renew the lease 

when it was needed. There does not seem to be a problem renewing 

unless we 

can't get the Lapeer Schools listed on our insurance. 

 

That's enough for now, see you at the meeting. 

 

Respectfully, William Miller KD8VP 
 

 
 

 

 Don’t forget to join your fellow hams on the LCARA nets 

• Tuesday night at 8:00 pm on 146.620 – with 100 Hz PL 

and 

•  Thursday night at 8:00 pm on 442.750 + with 123 Hz PL 



The Trustee Says: 

 
 

  

 

  

 Editorial Section 



L  The Editor Says: 

Greetings club members. I’m a few days late month on the Waveguide 
distribution. I had a last minute opportunity to go hunting over the weekend and 
just returned from the trip. Unfortunately I came home empty handed. 
 
As I mentioned last month, I would like to start including some feature sections 
in the Waveguide.  A feature section can come from anyone in the club and cover 
any Ham Radio subject that you’re interested in and would like to share with the 
rest of the members. For my part I’ll have a feature on electronics projects, 
mesh networks, etc. Basically anything I’m currently working on that may be of 
general interest.  
 
I invite you to send in your write up for a feature section. Try to keep it to one 
page. The next slide will show my first feature as an example.  
 
 
 
Thanks- Gordon 
KD8TXW 
 



Feature Section- KD8TXW 

  

CW Decoder using LM567 IC and Arduino: 

 

This project is from Budd Churchward- WB7FHC. 

Budd uses a tone decoder chip, an Arduino with a text 

display, and some Arduino code to decode received 

CW.   

 

I’ve ordered the ICs from Amazon and they should  

arrive by the end of the week. Here are some links 

so you can get an idea of the scope of the project. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ESN0nFbv6eQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tzro-lkLTpk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uABR2jeaU6Y 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmkzYhKspNM 

 
http://arduinotronics.blogspot.com/2014/01/arduino-cw-decoder-and-more-ham-arduino.html 

 

I think you can also just Google search the following  

key words and reach the same sites: 

“Budd Churchward cw decoder arduino project”  

 

I’ll let you know how it goes in next month’s Waveguide. 

 

73 

KD8TXW 

Gordon 
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Upcoming Events- 

See event announcements in slides that follows: 

 

Nov 18-20 ICS300 

 

Dec 9th- LCARA Christmas Dinner, 6PM at Leo’s in Lapeer 

 

 



LCARA Christmas Dinner 

Mark you calendars….. 

The club Christmas dinner has been 
scheduled for December 9th at 6:00 pm 

Our usual location at Ted’s Sports Pub was already taken on 
our club date of December 9th.  Leo’s was mentioned in the 
last club meeting and we went ahead and made a 
reservation.  The next page contains the menu for your 
review.  This can be discussed at the next club meeting for 
any other suggestions. 





  



L  

Event Announcement 





Lapeer County Amateur Radio Association 

P.O. Box 12 

Hadley, MI 48440-0012 

 

Officers 

 

President: Kevin Boxey KB8TAR, 810-793-4986 

Vice President:  Tom Oliver KD8EBY,  810-247-3227 

Treasurer:  Bill Miller KD8VP, 810-797-5329 

Secretary:  Lee Dziekan N8LJ 

 

Committees and Appointees 

 

Club Call Trustee W8LAP:  Mike Zedan KN8Z 

Repeater technical team:  Lee N8LJ & Will KB8YGA 

Skywarn Coordinator:  Tom Oliver KD8EBY 

Meeting Refreshments:  Bill Miller KD8VP 

Newsletter Editor:  Gordon Miller KD8TXW 

Net Manager:  Tom Oliver KD8EBY 

Testing Coordinator:  Volunteer needed 

County EC:  Tom Oliver KD8EBY 

County AEC:  Joe Medved KD8CIL 

County AEC:  Kevin Boxey KB8TAR 


