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Upcoming Swaps...
April 8, 8 a.m.—1 p.m. Milford MI ARC, Milford H.S.
2380 Milford Rd. Talkk in 14549 (67Hz)
mboard3106@aol.com
May 6, 8 a.m.—1 p.m. Cadillac Info: Brian, KC8TXT,
231-743-6860
May 19, 20, 21—Dayton, OH Hamvention
June 17, 8 a.m.—1 p.m. Midland MARC 32nd Annual
Hamfest, Gerstacker Fair Center located at the
Midland County Fairgrounds Info: Bill, N8FUZ
989-835-4142
June 18, 7:30 a.m.—1 p.m. Monroe Hamfest and
Computer Show, Monroe County Fairgrounds, M-50
at Raisinville Rd., Adm: $6 advance, 8’ tables $12 ea.,
8’ trunk space $6 ea. Info: Fred, KASEBI, (734) 242-
9487 or www.qgsl.net/w8kea

The Treas Sez

Bill Miller, KD8VP
Hello to everyone, This past month the LCARA treasury
has not had any unusual expenses except the cost to
prepare for the Skywarn class. Doug and his crew of
helpers did an excellent job of getting out the Skywarn
cards as usual, and the class was exceptionally well
attended
As | remember this class was probably the second largest
attended since LCARA has been putting it on. The only
one larger, was | think in 1999 when the schools did
classes to prepare for awareness month and the audience
was full of young people from the schools.

As you are well aware we are about to start our
Operation Care season soon, so please sign up on the
web site or at the club meeting for a time slot to help out.
Operation Care is our largest fund raiser and most
important to our club treasury. Please help keep our dues
most reasonable by contributing some of your time.

Thank you Bill Miller KD8VP treasurer

The Prez Sez
Bob Erskine, W8RAE

Happy 4-1-06 did everyone set their clocks ahead????,
Lets everyone in the county set the clocks ahead by a half
an hour and the heck with changing !I. Good turn out at the
skywarn, if you did not make it you missed a good one ..
Lota changes from several years ago!!! Its not to late for
someone to step up to the plate to take charge of the
memorial day OP CARE.. Those of you that have helped
out in the past know that the weekend for the most part runs
itself, the getting donations has already been started and will
be in place for all the holiday weekends before the end of
April.. So the only part left to do is lining up the people. |
plan on being at all op care events from 6am to 9/10 am..
\With gas prices on the rise agn you will not have to drive far]
to have a few hours of fun meeting people from around the
state as well as a round North America. We could even sef]
up a portable station and see if their are any other hams
working an OP CARE at an rest area!! Give it some
thought .. 73 Bob WBRAE

Michigan QSO Party is coming April 15!
Michigan QSO Party is coming April 15!
Michigan QSO Party is coming April 15!
Michigan QSO Party is coming April 15!
Michigan QSO Party is coming April 15!

ARRL Official comes to Lapeer!

The American Radio Relay League
Michigan Section Manager, Dale Williams
WABEFK, will be the featured speaker at the
April 11 meeting of the Lapeer County
Amateur Radio Assn.

You will have a chance to talk to Dale and
ask him any questions and/or concerns you
may have about the ARRL/ARES/RACES.

The Next Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, April 11 —7:30 p.m.

At the Lapeer County Central Dispatch
Center (911) at 2332 W. Genesee
Street in the basement.
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Lapeer County Amateur Radio Association
P.O. Box 12
Hadley, Ml 48440-0012

Officers

|President, Bob Erskine, W8RAE.......... 248-628-3401
Vice-Pres., Chris Azelton, KC8TWL..810-245-0073
Secretary, Jim Mazzola, KC8YMF.....810-796-2610

Treasurer, Bill Miller, KD8VP........... 810-797-5329
Committees & Appointees.

Club Founder..................... Hollis Hayes, W8ACD
Club Call TrusteeW8LAP............ Bill Miller, KD8VP
Club Historian........................ Bill Hetchler, KC8SHI
VE Coordinator...........cccuuunnnn... Al Wilson, N8NPR
Skywarn Coordinator............

Swap & Shop Chairperson........ Bill Miller, KD8VP
Field Day Chairman................... Bill Miller, KD8VP
Meeting Refreshments...............Bill Miller, KD8VP
Two Meter Net Mgr............. Charlie Whipp, KC8JBK
Newsletter Editor...................... Hank Kohl, K8BDD

Public Information Officer...

ARES Repeater Nets
Monday at 9:00 PM on 146.620-
Thursday at 9:00 PM on 442.750+
Mon—Sat at 9:30 PM on 147.300+
Meetings
LCARA meetings are held on the second Tuesday
of each month in the Lapeer County Central Dispatchl
Center (911), 2332 W. Genesee St, Lapeer MI at 7:30
Ip.m. local time.
Board of Directors’ monthly meetings are held on|
the first Tuesday of each month at Tim Horton's at
7:30PM (Check on the WBLAP repeaters).
Newsletter
Items for the newsletter may be called to the Editor
at 810-721-0708, sent by Mail (Box 88, Attica, MI
48412), or as an ASCII or Word to k8dd@arrl.net
The deadline for submissions is the 20th of each|
month.

The Trustee Sez
Bill Miller, KD8VP

Hello to everyone, Our repeater system is working well,
and your trustee is diligently trying to learn and cope with
the Scom controller programming language. There has
been a continuing problem with the Auto Patch and frankly |
haven't been able to figure it out. The club purchased the
newest version of the programming, program, but that
doesn't make it any easier to reverse engineer the existing
program.

I am going to go to the Dayton Hamvention and talk to

every person | can find about a different kind of controller
that is easier to program.

A contract proposal has been entered into to paint the
tower this summer, and while were at it we need to make
some updates to the repeater shack. One of the most
needed items is a new door and reinforcing the door frame.
| have a new door made but it is heavy and | will need
some help to install it.

In the mean time use the repeaters, you can't break it.

73 Bill KD8VP

The EC Sez
Doug Donner, Jr. KC8ZCF

I'd like to give a big thanks to those who came
out to the 2006 Skywarn training on March 23™. There
were 171 people in attendance, with 131 people being
either new, or had not received training since before 2004.
Mary Stikeleather said one person has been going to
trainings in Lapeer since 1977. | really have to give a big
thanks to Bob (W8RAE), Mike (KN8Z) and Sheri
(KD8AWYV) for the help with registration and inputting
information into the computer so cards could be printed
out. Still, there wasn't enough time to get all the cards
printed. Next year, we plan to put the registration form up
on the internet so people can download it and bring it with
them. An online registration would be nice as well.

At the March 25" EC/DEC/SEC meeting in
Lansing, the FEMA training requirements were cleared up.
Here is the scoop. By September 30, 2006, ARES and
RACES members have to complete FEMA 1S-100 and IS-
700. RACES also requires 1S-22 (1S-2 is valid if you have
already taken it). At this point, 1S-200 and IS-800 will be

required in 2007. If you have taken IS-195, you don't need
IS-100 and 1S-200. | will need copies of your FEMA
certificates for the records, if | don’t have them already.
Anyone not completing the requirements won't be able to
receive a new/renewed ARES or RACES card. If anyone
is interested, we can get together one day or evening and
go over the material in a group. The website where the
FEMA material can be found is: http://training.fema.gov/
EMIWeb/IS/crslist.asp. | also have the courses on a CD
for anyone who has dial-up because some of the files are
BIG.

The one question asked more than any other was
“why all the training?” Well, the simple answer is because
amateur radio is now listed as first responders. With all the
interaction between hams and the police, fire, etc after
Katrina, FEMA/DHS decided everyone had to be on the
same page. Dale Williams will be at the April club meeting
to discuss the new requirements. Please don't be bashful
about asking your questions.

I'd like to introduce a new procedure for net control
The EC Sez (Continued on page 3)
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! Did you know that Michigan QSO Party was happening April 15, 20067

| Itis 12 hours—not a real marathon — It won’t keep you up all night on 80—10 meters.
. What—you can’t operate HF?

| Crack open the books. Listen to the tapes.

" Go to the Volunteer Exam April 8 in Port Huron.

! Upgrading can be fun and easy!

(Continued from page 2) The EC Sez

operators for the Monday night net. Charlie (KC8JBK) suggested finding people who would volunteer to take the net one
Monday night a month, with possibly 2 alternates. That way, no one is doing it all the time and there will be a net every
week. If an operator can’'t make their night, they can call one of the alternates or one of the other net operators to fill in.
This works quite well on the NTS net on 147.300 (BTW, feel free to jump in, the net runs Mon to Sat, from 9:30 to about
10:00). Are there any volunteers for one night a month? | will find the net preamble and send it to those who run the net
and have it posted it on the WBLAP site

Till next month, 73 everyone,

Doug Jr., KC8ZCF

2006 MICHIGAN QSO PARTY

Attention Michigan Amateurs. It's that time of year again! Time to start talking about the 2006 Michigan QSO Party. This is
a great opportunity to get on the HF bands, have some fun, and represent the great State of Michigan. The organizers of
this event would like to see as many Michigan stations on the air as possible. It is the activity of the Michigan stations that
make this event a success.

As you can see from the rules listed below, this is only a 12 hour event. Please consider getting on the air for the whole
thing, or any portion of the 12 hour period. You can operate from home, portable, or mobile. We again, with the support of
mobile stations plan on having activity in all 83 counties.

How about making this a club event? You can submit your individual or multi-op scores under the name of the your club
and maybe bring home the club plaque. Hey, why not challenge another local area club or other groups within your club?
Are there others in your club that would consider a mini expedition for a portable operation in one of the Michigan counties
with minimal activity?? Those of you that have been in the QSO Party, please help us get the word out and encourage
other Michigan hams to participate and join the fun. The name of the game is to have fun and make Michigan "Radio
Active" on April 15th. Hope to hear you on the air! See http://www.migp.org for more details!

Date /Time: Michigan QSO Party, sponsored by the Mad River Radio Club, from 1600Z April 15th until 0400Z April 16th.
Stations may operate the full 12 hours. (12 noon to 12 midnight local Michigan time on April 15th)

Modes and Categories: Phone and CW on 80/40/20/15/10 meters. Single-op, multi-op, and mobile categories. Single-op
entries are categorized by output power, QRP (5W or less), Low Power (100W or less), and High Power (greater than
100W)

Multipliers:  Work stations once per band and mode. Work other states and Michigan Stations. Ml to Ml QSO's are
allowed. Work portables and mobiles again as they change county, state or province.

Exchange: Exchange QSO number and location (county for Ml stations, state/province or "DX" for others).

Scoring: One point per phone QSO, two points per CW QSO. Count multipliers once per mode. Multipliers are Ml
counties for all entries, plus states & provinces for Ml entries only. Final score is total QSO points times total multipliers.

Fregs: Suggested frequencies: CW-3545, 7045, 14045, 21045, 28045; Phone-3850, 7225, 14250, 21300, 28450.

Log Submittal: Mail logs no later than 30 days after the contest to: Mad River Radio Club, c/o Dave Pruett, 2727 Harris
Road, Ypsilanti, Ml 48198 or via e-mail to logs@migp.org

More Information: For complete rules, along with free logging software, log and summary sheets, see http://www.migp.org

73 es cu April 15th 2006... Mark NU8Z

Be RadioActive
.. CQ MQP
Particli pate! CQ Michigan QSO Party
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

2 3ARES Net 4Board 5 OARES Net 7SEMDXA 8 Milford

146.62 9:30PM  meeting—Tim 442750 RPL Clul, Mtg.  Swap
9 10ARES Net 11LCARA 12 13ARES Net 14 15 MI QSO

146.62 9:30PM | Meeting 442,750 RIP! Party
160N QSO 17aResNet 18 19 20ARES Net 21 22FL QSO
Party 146.62 9:30PM 442.750 RIP! Party
23NE QSO 24AResNet 25 26 2 [ARES Net 28 29AL QSO
Party 146.62 9:30PM 442.750 RIP! Party
30AL QSO  1ARES Net 2 3 4ARES Net 5 6
Party 146.62 9:30PM 442.750 RIP!

Volunteer Exam Session

The next ARRL Volunteer Exam (VE) session
will be April 8, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. in the 2nd
floor meeting room at the Port Huron Branch of
the St. Clair County Library, 210 McMorran Blvd,
Port Huron, MI.

Pre-registration is NOT required. Bring picture
ID, the original and a copy of your present
license and the original of any Certificate of
Successful Completion (CSC) you may hold.
The current fee is $14.00. For further information
call Bob Herbert, KBWMW, at 982-1561

The following are the dates scheduled for the

2006 Port Huron Volunteer Exam Team
sessions:
April 8, 2006

June 10, 2006
August 12, 2006
October 14, 2006
December 9, 2006

Be Radio-Active
Participate

RadioShack.

You'we got guestions. We've gof answers.s

HillCraft Electronics 888-520-2002
Just North of 1-69 on Van Dyke (M-53)
In the Farmer Jack Plaza

SPECIAL Through December 2007

e On any small parts (the 270 series Radio
Shack Part numbers 20% discount! with
your LCARA membership card ~or~ proof of
Amateur Radio License.

Check with us for your wireless networking
needs and High Speed internet!
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Contesting & DXing

DX
Local Hams Hit the Big Time e
The April 2006 issue of the world renowned
WorldRadio magazine has a nice article written
by Hank, K8DD about last November’s trip to St.
Pierre and Miquelon (FP).

On the cover is FP/AC8W standing by the Cap
Blanc Lighthouse. Inside are more pictures,
including lan, KBMM, with a good story about
what is involved in a contest trip to a DX
spot...take a look.

Want to work DX, but don’t know where it is?
Fire up that old TNC. Plug it into a 2M radio and
select 144.970 and connect to WA8DX and leave
it connected. You will see the calls of DX
stations scrolling up the screen including their
frequency. And sometimes some humorous
comments!

And then there is Packet Radio
Packet Radio used to be a real popular mode! Now
there are about only three or so reasons to have
packet radio as part of your shack!

APRS—nhttp://tapr.org/aprs_information.html can
give you a good idea what it is all about. Basically it is
tracking and digital communications with mobile GPS
equipped stations with two-way radio. It has grown to
encompass just about every aspect of Amateur Radio.

EmComm—Packet is one piece in the Emergency
Communications tool bag. WinLink will allow portable
packet stations to send and receive email—with
attachments—to and from the internet.

DX Cluster—Some history of DXClusters can be
found on: http://www.cestro.com/pcluster/ The User
Manual for the local WA8DX DXCluster can be found
here:
http://www.dxcluster.org/main/usermanual_en.html

Basic Packet Radio Primers can be found on the
internet Both http://tapr.org/packetradio.html and
http://www.packetradio.com/ have excellent articles
on those obscure TNC commands that you used to
know what they meant!

S23528258232823823833873
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For Sale For Sale For Sale For Sale

Rigs For Sale At N8PCA:

-- Yaesu VX 150 with box, pwr supply and
manual: $50.00

-- 3 - Yaesu FT 2800 VHF 60 watt mobiles:
$300.00

-- Radio Shack HTX 200 VHF HT with 1/2 watt
output: $25.00

-- Radio Shack HTX 400 UHF HT with 1/2 watt
output: $25.00

-- Yaesu FRG 100 Shortwave Receiver with box
and manual: $200.00

All items sold together, no splitting them up!
Contact John, N8PCA via email at
radiosignals@gmail.com

| want to buy your old ham/electronic/tube gear.
I'm particularly looking for the Heathkit Mohawk
that | built and sold to Dave Burch four decades
ago.

Contact Mike, AA8K, at:
stepsisters@comcast.net or 810-987-8873

For Sale

HW-8 Handbook—covers HW-7,8 & 9  $15
Ten Tec Construction boxes

3 TP-12 11/8x31/8x21/4 $2.50 ea
10TP-14 17/8x41/2x31/4 $3.00 ea
9 TP-20 21/8x5 x41/4 $5.00 ea
3 TP-48 31/8x71/2x61/8 $6.00 ea
8 TP-50 33/8x81/4x63/8 $7.00 ea
1 LG4 3 X3.8 x6.8 $8.00 ea
K7QO Code Course CD $ FREE
COM port boards, ISA, 2 ports  $3.00 ea

100’ Rohn 45 tower with antennas, house, large
garage, dipoles, vertical & wire antennas. Will
not split. $negotiable.

Contact Hank K8DD at

k8dd@k8dd.com or 810-721-0708

This is your spot!

INews reports, upgrades, achievements, rumors, humorous
events, questions, sound off, what DX have you worked?,
or any reports. Send anything you have to the editor (see
Ipage 2) in any form—handwritten, typed, ASCII file, email,
disk, chipped in stone, or by packet radio (144.970
WABDX—do a SEND K8DD).
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2005-2006 L.C.A.R.A. MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NAME:

LICENSE CLASS:
RACES NO:

ARES MEMBER YES NO E-MAIL ADD.:

ARE YOU AN A.R.R.L. MEMBER: YES_ NO__

L.CA.R.A. MEMBERSHIP IS $12.00 PER YEAR, RENEWABLE EACH YEAR
ON OCTOBER. 1ST. FAMILY MEMBERSHIP $20.00. ASSOCIATE
MEMBERSHIP $4.00. IF YOU WISH AN AUTODIAL NUMBER FOR THE
REPEATER THERE IS AN ADDITIONAL $3.00 CHARGE. Finncing avatave.

Lapeer County Amateur
Radio Association

P.O. Box 12

Hadley, MI 48440-0012




